Wales between 1911 and 1938. First reference to the disease was made in 1775 by Percival Pott, who remarked that this was a disease to which chimney sweepers were peculiarly liable. His observations were confirmed by later writers.
Others have described cases in other trades, such as tar distillers and shale oil workers. In 1907 the disease received statutory recognition, and the definition ' it is necessary to ensure early treatment of those who have been exposed to tar, pitch or mineral oil in the past. It is a heart-rending experience in Lancashire to find a mule spinner consulting a doctor for the first time with an inoperable growth. This can be prevented by periodical medical examination of workers engaged on processes in which it is known that the disease is likely to occur. Thus the disease may be detected in its earliest stage and successfully treated. This is easier said than done, for many workmen object to these examinations because of suspicion and ignorance. But it is heartening to read a recent report * of the Joint Advisory Committee of the Cotton Industry, on which workers, employers, and the Factory Department are represented. One of their sub-committees recommend that there should be periodical medical examinations of all persons engaged on mule spinning.
The author may have had unique opportunity and inspiration to do this work, but anyone who reads it can well understand that it was no light task ferreting out the egg dealer and the musician who proved to be mule spinners. It is a valuable study to which much time and trouble has been given, both in the collection of facts and the choice of photographs illustrating various types of growth and the trades in which cancer of the scrotum predominantly occurs. The reproduction of an old print of Seyley, the chimney sweeper, and his boy will remind readers that dirty trades and child labour existed long before the industrial revolution.
R. S. Pp. 155. 15s.) This book is intended for the general practitioner and senior student. It is a second edition but has been so extensively rewritten that it is virtually a new book. Such a book is greatly to be welcomed, and as industrial medical officers know, the rheumatic diseases are among the most important causes of ill-health and loss of time from work. The author in his introduction states that one-sixth of the invalidity of the insured population is due to rheumatic disease, which is responsible for the loss of 3,000,000 week's work and some £2,000,000 to the country each year. Chapters are divided according to the various diseases; this is good. The description of these diseases is also good, though it is surprising that no reference or account is given of Walter Bauer's classic work on changes in the knee joint at various ages. Much attention is given to the place of physical medicine in treatment but, valuable as this is, it must be remembered that it is purely a palliative form of treatment and only tends to underline our ignorance of the causation of this group of diseases. A good deal of attention is paid to rehabilitation and it cannot be over-emphasized that treatment of any disease is not completed until the patient is again capable of earning his living. This little book achieves its object admirably, and is greatly to be recommended to those whom it sets out to serve.
K. M. A. P.
